Interest and Discipline

1, The Meaning of the Terms, We have already noticed the differ-
ence in the atitude of a spectator and of an agent or participant,
The former is indifferent to what is going on; one result is just as
good as another, since each is just something to look at. The latter
is bound up with what is going on; its outcome makes a difference
to him, His fortunes are more or less at stake in the issue of events.
Consequently he does whatever he can to influence the direction
present occurrences take. One is like a man in a prison cell watching
the rain out of the window; it is all the same to him. The other is
like a man who has planned an outing for the next day which con-
tinuing rain will frustate, He cannot, to be sure, by his present
reactions affect to-morrow's weather, but he may take some steps
which will influence future happenings, if only to postpone the
proposed picnic. If a man sees a carriage coming which may run
over him, if he cannot stop its movement, he can at least get out
of the way if he foresees the consequence in time. In many instances,
he can intervene even more directly. The attitude of a participant
in the course of affairs is thus a double one: there is solicitude,
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